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1.0 Summary and Conclusions 
1.1 At the beginning of May, the government announced that it would provide local 

authorities with additional funding to target small businesses with ongoing fixed 
property-related costs but that are not eligible for the current grant schemes.  
This is not a new cash award; it allows the authority to access £693,250 of the 
original Business Support Grant funding.

1.2 Government have set national criteria and priorities, and local authorities are 
able to further prioritise awards once the national criteria and priorities are 
funded.

2.0 Recommendation 
2.1 It is recommended that the Executive Committee:- 

1. Note the COVID-19 Discretionary Business Support Grant Scheme; and
2. Note that the COVID-19 Business Support Grant Schemes are cash 

limited.

3.0 Background and Proposals 
3.1 The Government has announced that it is providing local authorities with 

additional funding to target small businesses with ongoing fixed property-related 
costs but that are not eligible for the original grant schemes.

3.2 The funding for this scheme comes from the original business support grant 
allocation.

3.3 The Council was allocated £16.812m based upon an annual data submission for 
business rates.  This dataset includes properties that are used in a personal 
capacity and properties that are outside the scope of the original grant schemes, 
such as offices and car parks.



3.3 The Small Business Grants Fund and the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grants 
Fund schemes remain open at present.  The total number of eligible 
organisations is currently estimated to be 1,035 which in monetary terms is 
£10.855m of grant.  The over-allocation of £5.187m is repayable to Government 
and will be net of this discretionary fund.

3.4 The over-allocation, net of the discretionary fund, is not available for the Council 
to make use of.  The discretionary fund is cash-limited and a notification of the 
£693,250 available has been received from Government.

3.5 The COVID-19 Discretionary Business Grants Scheme was opened on the 1 
June, 2020, for a 14 day period.  The applications require assessment and 
determination as the national criteria and any local criteria must be complied with 
before an award can be considered.

3.6 As the cash is limited and there is a priority against which awards are to be 
made, decisions will be made once the assessment and determination is 
complete.

3.7 If there is cash remaining after the first tranche of awards, the scheme will open 
again and local criteria may be revised by the Director of Resources.

3.8 The Director of Resources is delegated in respect of Business Rates; dealing 
with all matters relating to the agency arrangements, including billing, collecting 
and the award of discretionary relief.

4.0 Consultation 
There was consultation between the local authorities in Cumbria when 
considering a single scheme.  It is not a single scheme but has the same 
fundamental principles.  The business mix is different between districts and 
therefore a second opening of the scheme will serve different business sectors in 
each authority.

5.0 Alternative Options 
5.1 The national criteria and priorities determine the scope of the scheme in broad 

terms and no alternatives were considered.  Local criteria may be introduced if 
there is a second opening of the scheme.

5.2 Awards will be tiered as the alternative would be to award the same amount to all 
which doesn’t reflect the differing costs and turnover which the national criteria 
has regard to.

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities 
6.1 Supporting the local economy and securing prosperity for the future are key 

priorities within the Council Plan.



7.0 Implications 
Financial, Resources and Procurement 
7.1.1 The COVID-19 Discretionary Business Support Grants funding is cash limited at 

£693,250.  The process is application based and will be closed when funds are 
depleted.

7.1.2 The assessment and determination is being managed by existing staff; this is an 
involved and technical role performed by a small team to ensure consistency.  

7.1.3 There are formal reporting requirements that the Council must comply with that 
are an extension of the original scheme weekly reporting.

7.1.4 There are new assurance/additional requirements from Government for all grant 
schemes that the Council must comply with.

Legal 
7.1.2 Billing authorities have discretionary powers to reduce a non-domestic rates 

liability under s49 of the Local Government Finance Act 1988.

7.1.3 The scheme requires prepayment checks to be verified with and compliance with 
State Aid rules.

Equality and Diversity 
7.2 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis?  No, the Council is 

implementing a government scheme and all applications will be considered on 
their merits.

Risk
Risk Consequence Controls required 
Cash limited pot. The application process 

closes.

The grant is not spent.

Monitoring of awards and 
applications.

Grant may be repayable.

Contact Officers 
S M Roberts, directorsadmin@barrowbc.gov.uk
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Background Documents Available
Name of Background 
document 

Where it is available 

1. COVID-19 business 
support grant funding

1. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-on-business-support-grant-funding
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